
SACE - Flexible Pathways - Futures





Prayer 

Gracious Lord,

As we begin a new year filled with prospects and potential, help us 
to continue to do your work. 

Each year, we open our hearts to our students and are with them as 
they travel through life, just as you do for us, and we ask that you fill 
us with wisdom, patience and grace so we can support them and 
meet their needs.

Fill us with confidence and a belief in the gifts we willingly share 
with others. Protect us from self doubt as we follow your way 
through Christ.

Jesus of Nazareth.

Amen.



SACE & it's Flexibilities

ATAR & Special Provisions

Careers, Pathways & Post School
Ms Virginia Grantham  | SACE Coordinator

Ms Adele Broster  | Leader of Pathways & Partnerships



SACE completion is very important at Nazareth

“Education contributes to economic growth and improves individual 
wellbeing. It also plays an important role in fostering and maintaining a 
positive and cohesive social environment". 

The changing structure and growth of the Australian economy has 
increased the demand for a diverse, skilled workforce, with higher 
levels of educational attainment required to meet this 
demand”.  (http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Lookup/4102.0Chapter6002008)

The SACE can be achieved by all!





The SACE is Flexible - learning occurs 
in and out of the classroom

• VET studies contribute (as Stage 1 or 2 credit points).
• University subjects can contribute.
• Subjects can be converted to Community Connections or 

Industry Connections – same learning, reduced 
assessment demand. (Not eligible for an ATAR).

• Recognition of Community Learning (generally at Stage 1 
level).



What is the difference between the SACE 
and an ATAR?

• The South Aus tralian Certificate 
of Education (SACE) is  an 
internationally-recognis ed 
s econdary s chool qualification 
des igned to equip s tudents  with 
the s kills , knowledge, 
and pers onal capabilities to 
s ucces s fully participate in our 
fas t-paced global s ociety.

• The ATAR is  a  rank, not a  mark.
• It is  a  number between 0.00 and 

99.95 that indicates  a  s tudent’s  
pos ition rela tive to a ll the other 
s tudents .

• Univers ities  us e the ATAR 
(amongs t other ways ) to help 
them s elect s tudents  for their 
cours es . Mos t univers ities  a ls o 
us e other criteria  when 
s electing s tudents . 

https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/studying/your-sace/capabilities


To achieve an ATAR, students must 
first achieve the SACE. 

Then there are additional requirements.



Common Myths About ATAR’s
There are many myths, misconceptions and 
misunderstandings about the ATAR system. 
This includes its purpose, how it is calculated, 
and what it really means.
This is a number generated from final school 
grades - most students believe this number to 
be important, and about which, research tells 
us, many are worried.

Yet many students and families hold beliefs about the 
ATAR founded on incorrect perceptions.



Common Myths About ATAR’s
Myth 1: 

The ATAR  a student gets is their average percentage across all their Subjects.

Myth 2: 

Do subjects that scale a lot, e.g. Specialist Maths, to ensure I get a high ATAR.

Myth 3: 

The higher the ATAR for a course is, the better the course must be.

Myth 4: 

You’re wasting your ATAR if you don’t go into a course that is commensurate with your 
ATAR:

Myth 5: 

You can’t go to University without an ATAR so best to get one “just in case”.



"An ATAR determines one’s start point, not end point. It is 
journey-defining, not destination-defining".

There is enormous pressure on school students to excel in their ATAR, as though 
the ATAR is the be-all and end-all. Two myths drive this.
Th e “lin ear  m yth ”. This holds that  life is linear and that  we progress as straight as 
an arrow from birth to the end of our days. Thus, if we fail to achieve a less than 
optimal ATAR, that  sends us on an irreversible problematic trajectory. The reality is 
that  life is non-linear. For all of us it  is an upwards, downwards, and winding 
journey. This is the case whether we achieve a stellar ATAR or not.
Th e “lockst ep  m yth ”. This is the mistaken belief that  to have any success later in 
life, we must get  each part  of life absolutely right at  absolutely the right moment. 
In the case of the ATAR, we must do as well as we possibly can, otherwise we will 
miss the boat that  sails us to life success. The reality is that  life is not lockstep. To 
have success later in life, it  is not  essential that  we blitz the ATAR now; just  as 
blitzing the ATAR now in no way guarantees life success later.



Special Provisions
Special provisions are special arrangements in assessment for 
students who may be in a situation where a significant illness, 
impairment, learning difficulty or unforeseen incident has 
made completing assessment difficult. 

This also covers significant unforeseen incidents beyond the 
students control that prevents them from  completing an 
assessment task or examination. 



Special Provisions
• If you have a long-term impairment, you should apply for special 

provisions as soon as possible.

• See the SACE Coordinator.

Can Can Not
Change the style of a task
Change the length of a task
Allow for a student to omit a task/s
Change conditions for an exam

Increase a student’s grade
Omit a task due to a holiday/sport etc



AIF – Revitalised Research Project
• Choose something that is highly 

valuable to you and learn deeply 
in whatever form suits your 
topic, and you, as a learner. 

• Nazareth students will use 
different strategies and 
perspectives and actively seek 
feedback on their learning 
(preferably from knowledgeable 
people in the area).

• AIF support every Wednesday 
afternoon in the Hub.

• We will be asking for members 
of our community to help us 
with this. Watch the Nazareth 
newsletters and socials for 
details on how you could be 
involved.



Want to know more?
• Please contact me anytime – 

virginia.grantham@nazareth.catholic.edu.au (84065345)

• How to achieve the SACE - https://youtu.be/Wa46asKMQj0 
• Special Provisions -

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T83qo0FrNtY&ab_channel=SA
CEBoardofSA 

• How an ATAR is calculated - https://satac.edu.au/atar 
• How scaling works - https://satac.edu.au/scaling 

mailto:virginia.grantham@nazareth.catholic.edu.au
https://youtu.be/Wa46asKMQj0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T83qo0FrNtY&ab_channel=SACEBoardofSA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T83qo0FrNtY&ab_channel=SACEBoardofSA
https://satac.edu.au/atar
https://satac.edu.au/scaling




Nazareth Career Expo – SAVE THE DATE!

Tuesday 30 June, (Week 10 Term 2)

 



Support for Individual Pathways Planning

Students can make an appointment
Careers Room - upstairs "near the curtain"

Work experience, Apprenticeships, Traineeships, Resumes, Interview 
Skills, University Pathways, VET courses

⮽



Career and Pathways Information | Nazareth Catholic Community

Work experience

Apprenticeships

Traineeships

Resumes

Interview Skills

University 

VET courses

Resources

https://www.nazareth.org.au/learning-care/student-pathways/career-and-pathways-information/


"The Advertiser" 
31 January 2026

Nazareth students can do work experience
NOT JUST FOR TRADE STUDENTS!

• Explore potential career choices and pathways
• Find out what you like (or dislike)
• Find out about jobs you didn't know about
• Develop skills and understandings of the workplace
• Put some experience on your resume
• Create networks for possible work, apprenticeship or 

traineeship

Insurance through the school : 
Workplace Learning Agreement form
Signed by STUDENT, PARENT/GUARDIAN,

EMPLOYER and SCHOOL

2 week turn-around



"The Advertiser" 
31 January 2026

Aspiration and Reality

Assumed Knowledge & Pre-requisites at University

Potential salary influences

Personal Competencies
 Homework
 Time Management

"Automatic" mindset



Apprenticeship pathways – start preparing now!
Common myths about Apprenticeships:

"I'll just get an apprenticeship..."
You can’t just decide you want an apprenticeship – you have to apply for one!! 

"There's heaps of jobs out there..."
Despite the industry skill shortage, it can be very competitive...

"SACE doesn't matter for an apprenticeship..."
Hourly rate increases once you have SACE.  No SACE means less $$$s up until age 21.

"Automaticity" the ability to perform tasks quickly, efficiently, and with minimal conscious effort, 
usually after extensive practice, allowing mental resources to be freed for other things

Calculating quantities and ratios, measuring spaces, solving problems, budgeting, collaboration, time management etc...

How to prepare for an apprenticeship application:

1. Driver's Licence – P's (or L's - get those hours up!)
2. Work Experience
3. Cert II VET Certificate
4. Whitecard
5. Updated Resume – suitable for apprenticeship

Answer your 
mobile!

Check your 
messages!

Return the call!



University pathways – Term 3 is a key time...
South Australian Tertiary Admission Centre

• Presentation to all Year 12s

• 6 preferences

• Applications due End of Term 3

Joint University Presentation to all Year 12s

• Uni reps on campus for individual student appointments

• "Taster days" advertised – optional attendance during the 
holidays

UniSA & 
The University of Adelaide 

are merging – 2026 
onwards



University Entrance – ATAR is not the only way!

"While the ATAR is commonly a major focus and source of pressure for 
many students, it’s not the only pathway.

In 2026, 22% of offers to school leavers were made through 
alternative or non-ATAR pathways*.

This highlights that....alternative entry schemes are 
not merely backups, but genuine, viable routes into tertiary study.

We encourage students to aim high in their studies, but also to explore 
the full range of entry options available, especially with additional offer 
rounds still to come."

* As of main offer round January 15, 2026.

South Australian 
Tertiary 
Admission 
Centre

SATAC is a centralised 
agency that processes 

undergraduate, 
postgraduate, and 

TAFE SA applications for 
higher education 
institutions in South 
Australia and the 
Northern Territory.



University Entrance – ATAR is not the only way!

uniTEST - Flinders University

Example:
Study Bachelor of Commerce majoring in Accounting at Adelaide University - Information 
for Domestic students | Adelaide University

https://www.flinders.edu.au/study/pathways/year-12-entry/unitest
https://www.flinders.edu.au/study/pathways/year-12-entry/unitest
https://www.flinders.edu.au/study/pathways/year-12-entry/unitest
https://adelaideuni.edu.au/study/degrees/bachelor-of-commerce-accounting/
https://adelaideuni.edu.au/study/degrees/bachelor-of-commerce-accounting/
https://adelaideuni.edu.au/study/degrees/bachelor-of-commerce-accounting/
https://adelaideuni.edu.au/study/degrees/bachelor-of-commerce-accounting/




Dual Offer Courses: TAFE SA to Uni pathway
www.tafesa.edu.au/apply-enrol/uni-pathway-programs/dual-offer-courses 

Examples: 

Associate Degree in Civil and Structural Engineering (Design 
Drafting)/ Bachelor of Engineering (Civil)(Honours) - Flinders University 
Pathway

Diploma of Animal Technology/ Bachelor of Science (Animal Behaviour) -
Flinders Uni Pathway

Associate Degree in Electrical Engineering/  Bachelor of Engineering 
(Electrical and Electronic) (Honours) - Adelaide Uni Pathway

Diploma of Nursing/  Bachelor of Nursing - Adelaide Uni Pathway

Diploma of Early Childhood Education and Care/  Bachelor of Teaching (Early 
Childhood Education) - Adelaide Uni Pathway

Diploma of Marketing and Communication/  Bachelor of Business majoring in 
Marketing- Adelaide Uni Pathway

Automatic entry and credit  t ransfer into the specified Uni 
degree once you have graduated from the TAFE SA 
qualification.

42 Dual Offer options across 7 industry areas:

Apply 
through 
SATAC

TAFE courses 
are free to 
apply for

You DO NOT 
need an ATAR

1. You will receive a Qualification from TAFE and can be then be 
working in industry while you do your University qualification!!

2. TAFE SA fees are usually much less than University HECS fees, so 
there may be financial benefits too!

http://www.tafesa.edu.au/apply-enrol/uni-pathway-programs/dual-offer-courses
http://www.tafesa.edu.au/apply-enrol/uni-pathway-programs/dual-offer-courses
http://www.tafesa.edu.au/apply-enrol/uni-pathway-programs/dual-offer-courses
http://www.tafesa.edu.au/apply-enrol/uni-pathway-programs/dual-offer-courses
http://www.tafesa.edu.au/apply-enrol/uni-pathway-programs/dual-offer-courses
http://www.tafesa.edu.au/apply-enrol/uni-pathway-programs/dual-offer-courses
http://www.tafesa.edu.au/apply-enrol/uni-pathway-programs/dual-offer-courses
http://www.tafesa.edu.au/apply-enrol/uni-pathway-programs/dual-offer-courses
http://www.tafesa.edu.au/apply-enrol/uni-pathway-programs/dual-offer-courses
http://www.tafesa.edu.au/apply-enrol/uni-pathway-programs/dual-offer-courses
http://www.tafesa.edu.au/apply-enrol/uni-pathway-programs/dual-offer-courses
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP00144.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP00144.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP00144.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP00144.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP00144.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP00144.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP00144.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP00054.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP00054.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP00054.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP00054.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP00054.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP30006.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP30006.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP30006.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP30006.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP30006.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP30006.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP30021.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP30021.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP30021.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP30008.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP30008.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP30008.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP30008.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP30007.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP30007.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP30007.aspx?Y=2026
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/xml/course/aw/aw_DP30007.aspx?Y=2026


Dual Awards – both at the same time

Costume Design
Fashion
Visual Arts
Dance
Interior Design



Foundation Studies - your 
pathway into Uni - 
Flinders University

Study Foundation Studies 
at Adelaide University -
Information for Domestic 
students | Adelaide 
University

https://www.flinders.edu.au/study/pathways/foundation-studies
https://www.flinders.edu.au/study/pathways/foundation-studies
https://www.flinders.edu.au/study/pathways/foundation-studies
https://www.flinders.edu.au/study/pathways/foundation-studies
https://www.flinders.edu.au/study/pathways/foundation-studies
https://www.flinders.edu.au/study/pathways/foundation-studies
https://adelaideuni.edu.au/study/degrees/foundation-studies/
https://adelaideuni.edu.au/study/degrees/foundation-studies/
https://adelaideuni.edu.au/study/degrees/foundation-studies/
https://adelaideuni.edu.au/study/degrees/foundation-studies/
https://adelaideuni.edu.au/study/degrees/foundation-studies/
https://adelaideuni.edu.au/study/degrees/foundation-studies/


Life-long Learning – Uni when older



Explore Careers at Home…
• Everyone knows ‘SEEK’ 

as a website to find a job

• SEEK also has extensive 
Career information!!

SEEK uses their data from all of the jobs 
advertised by employers to provider 
information about job trends, 
employment projections, salaries, 
locations etc.

There are also videos, day-in-the-life 
summaries and more!

1. Go to www.seek.com.au 
2. Select ‘Career Advice’
3. Enter a search term such as ‘Nurse’
4. View the range of information!

http://www.seek.com.au/


Thank You and Questions

Ms Virginia Grantham |  SACE Coordinator  | virginia.grantham@nazareth.catholic.edu.au 

Ms Adele Broster | Leader of Pathways & Partnerships | adele.broster@nazareth.catholic.edu.au 

mailto:virginia.grantham@nazareth.catholic.edu.au
mailto:virginia.grantham@nazareth.catholic.edu.au
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